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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

It is respectfully requested that the attached references be placed in the Patent Office 
files. The references were cited in a Communication firom the European Patent Office 
subsequent to the issuance of the patent. 

^ 1 . The references 1-2 were cited in a Communication from the European Patent 
Office. An English language version of the Communication is attached. 

IXI 2, An English-language Abstract of the non-English language reference is attached 
hereto. See Reference 2. 



Respectfully submitted. 




JAO:KMM/jfb 

Date: May 4, 2004 

Cliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



A. OUff 
^gistration No. 27,075 

Kevin M. McKinley 
Registration No. 43,794 



DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 

AUTHORIZATION 
Please grant any extension 

necessary for entry; 
Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 



MAY 0 i Z004 



Sheet 1 of 1 



Form PTO- 1 449 US Dept of Commerce 
(REV. 8-83) PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 


APPLICATION NO. 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


110846 


09/974,849 


(Use several sheets if necessary) 


APPLICANT(S) 
Yasuhiko SUZUKI 




FILING DATE 
October 12, 2001 


GROUP 
1761 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 





































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 
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WO 96/23713 


08/08/1996 


WIPO 
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JP-1 1076065 (w/English Abstract) 


03/23/1999 


JAPAN 

















































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



3 Communication from the European Patent Office; March 16, 2004; 4 pages. 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Date: May 4, 2004 



